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COMBAT OPERATIONS AFTER ACTION REPORT

OPERATION BOLLING - DAN HOA

(I9 SEPTEMBER (967 / 31 JANUARY 1969)
~CONFIDENTIAL




REPIVUUCEY TT0M e Unclassiied [ Uecassiied Holdings of tne Nauonal Arcnives = T ae e el e

T Authority NND qzvﬂ/ 73

ileaten

DEPARTMEITT OF THE ARMY
HEADJUARTERS 173D ATIREORINE DIVISIC:
APO San Frencisco 96250

AVBE-SC/FHD 2 March 1969

SUBJECT: Coumbet Onerations After Acticn Report
Operation Belling - Dan Hoa
(19 September 1967 - 31 January 1969)

SET DISTRIBUTTION

1. REFERENCE: Directive 335-8, Hg USMACV, Corbat Operations After Action
Report, dated 2 April 1966.

2. GENERAL: The 173d Airborne Brigade assumed conmbet operations in AO Zol-
ling on 19 September 1967, when the Brigade leadquarters element deployed
frcn the DAK TO/OAK SEANG area of KOITUM Province in Vietna"'s Central High-
lenés.  AO Bolling is located to the north and northwest of TUY HOA City

12 1547 ) in PHU YEN Province,  Republic of Vietnam, Its *oopulation is
aprroximately 350,000 with most of its inhabitents engaged in rice production
v fishing in the waters of the South China Sea.

n. OCo-located in AQ Bglling is one regiment of the 228 Infaqtry Division
ARV, the A7th I*fanir"’ Reginent. +Also located in AO Bolling are the Cam
=rike'worcm units & CUNG S04 (CQ 8143 ) end DOJIG TRE (CQ 5969), Regional

ce/Popular T'orce units were also present in A0 Bolling in Tarying degrees
th., To %he soubh and north of A0 Eollinc Republic of Korea forces

Iline
et conbat operations.
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b. In addition, Route QL 1, Vietnan's coastal highwey and »rivary lant
coramnication route for all DUSineab and commerce (it is the oriw hihwe,
Lhat runs the lensth of the ccuatry), runs through FHU YER Province!'s Duc
to its impertance for bobth eivilisn and military traffic, (L 1 has “ow beer
slmost dompletely serhelt surfaced im AC Bolling. The Vieinanese Jlational
Railroad, which runs parsllel %o QL 1, is heavily damaged snd has not beew
opersteble in AO Bolling for some tine.

3, iAME OF OPEATION: Operstion Bolling — Dan Hoa.

4. OTYFE O. OPEZATION: Search and Destroy.
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SUBJECT: Combet Operations After Action Report

AUES O OPERATION: 19 Septenmber 1968 - 31 January 1909.

N

4, LGCATICN: A0 Bolling area of operations is deplcted on inclosure II,
Area of Operations, AO Bollingz. Reference Mep Sheets.

7. CO.JIROL AND COMAND HEADQUARTERS: 173d Airborne Brizade.

¢, REPQRIING OUIICERt: BG John W. Barnes

g, TASK ORGAIIZATION:

a. Assigned Units:

(1) st Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry

(2) 24 Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry

(3) 34 Ba (Abn) 503d Iafantry

(4) 4th Ba (Abn) 503d Infantry

(5) Compeny D 16th Armor

(6) 3d Bn 319th Field Artillery (=)
(7) 1733 Support Battalion (-)

(%) 1733 Signal Company (-)

(9) 1734 Engineer Company (-)
(10) 74%th Infantry Detachment
(11) HHC, 1734 Airborne Brigade (-)
(12) 51st Chemical Detachment (-)
(i3) 1724 Military Intelligence Detachment (-)

A,

b. Attached Uaits:

(1) 404th Radio Research Unit (-)

(2) 45%th Army Postal Unit (=)
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(3) 39th Infantry Platocn Scout Dog (-)
(4) 75th Cobat Tracker Tean (-
(

2, QOPCOI Units:

U
~

46th Public Information Detzchment (-)

O
~—

United States Air Force Control Party (-)

134th Assault Heliconter Compeny (-)

i, SUPPORTIHG UNITS:

a. Artillery: 2
(1) 6th Bn 32d Artillery (-)

(2) 6th Bn 84th Artillery (-)
b. Aviation:

(1) 180th Assault Support Helicopter Corpany, 268th Corbet Aviation Bn.
(2) 196th Assault Support Helicopter Company, 268th Comba® Aviation Bn,
(3) 355th Heavy Helicovter Company, 265th Combat Aviation Betialion.

(4) 203d Reconnaissence Airplane Conpany, 17th Avistion Group.

AN

c. Javel Guafire Supnort: Sub Unit One, lst AJGLICO

d. Tacticel Alr Suprort: Uanitad States Air Force Control Party

ALY
o

e. Pgycholosdcal Operstionst 8th PSYOPS Batielion

1] L.EELLIGENCE::

a. Boemy W;ssions Prior ta Operatioh Bollingz — Den Hoa: Prior to the
beginning of Operation Bclling = Dan Hos the = nission of enemr Torces in AO
Bolline was to aboacﬂ and destroy friendly persomnel, wunlts and installations
1 the area of operations, These attacks were 4o be combined with widespread
snerrilla harrassment and terrorist acts, intended to contribute to the roal
07 inflicting heavy casualities on US - ARVN forces and disrmpting the Republic
o1’ South Vietnam's Revolutionary Developnent Programs,
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3] Eneny Compositions, 3trength and Lecation Prior to Operation Bollinc-

95th HVA Reginment 1410 BQ 8833
4th Bn, 95th BVA Regiment 300 CQ 0258
5th Bn, 95th VA Regiment 300 CQ 0244
6th Bn, 95th NVA Reginment 300 BQ 9082
37th MF Battalion 350 | EQ 1328
#5th LF Battelion 250 CQ 0464

.

c. Eneny Activity During Operation Bellinz - Den Hoa: AO Bollingz is

Tocated north and west of Tuy Hoa City. The major enewy force close enoug
1 - C‘th
th of 5,270 men. Currently located in the

influence v1t41a the Bollingz area of operations continues to be the
Diviasion with an estimated stren;

'

h to

zeneral location of BR 8920, The 5th HVA DWVi810n hag two subordinate regi-
ments, the 18B operates to the south of our AO in the Nha Trang area, and has
recently been involved with elements of the "White Horse'" ROK Divislion, suf-

fering heavy casualities,

HVA Regiment uUL e“eﬁ heevy losses during the TET offensgive

recaiy placenents and train, It appearad next on 5 April :

z P;rce. after bﬁis cond defeat, the 95th
2ountainsg to the west and av01dcu conbact until July.

! POW indicated that the 95th HVA Re
Ath and Hbh Bctiﬁlirr. hed noved fnruﬂer vest into Cg
to cordust a training cycle, leaving the oth Ba

meat in AQO Bolling. The cu_ rent strength of the 6th B

ttaliosn as a

is
to AD Bolling in flovenmber from its Cambodian base camps.

!M'E
p
Lo
pors
o)
£

tra
Di vision 9“d codtimie

*CS

ta$1au"0a6 in Phu Yen Province, marticularly in Phu Hiep., Since August,
7th Reziment, 224 Infantry Division (ARVN) has had two contacts with the

(4)

1n
v Hoa North (see l'Bu Airborne Brigade CAAR) end withdrew to

2t

ourth ar” sixth Battalions soundly beaten by a conbined
' withdrew to

eyinent and 1is
~bodia for resupply and
stay-behind ele-

¥
estinated at 500. It is expected thet the 95th MVA Reﬁlment will return
]ﬁcﬁ, with o strength of 140 is subordinate to the 5th
o
Ll

to operate in AO Bolling — Dgn Hoa. It is currently
erating in squad sized " sasper™ units, being targeted ageinst military in-

the
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85th LT Battalion, resulting in 74 enemy KIA (BC),

During August and September enery activ ity was generally 1lijht in AO
Bolling — Dan Hoa, which added credence to earlier renorts of the 95th HVA
Regiment's noving west to train and receive veplacements. A prisoner cap-
tured by the 4th Infantry Division indicsted that “he 95th NVA Regimental
Headquarters and its 4th and 5th Battalions had rc7009heﬂ in the Duc Lep area,
close to or into the Cambodian border.

The 6th Battalion, 95th VA Reg giment continued to operate in A0 Bolllng
Dan Hog and in bevtelber condtcted company-sized harassment attacks, Tor the
most part designed to keep Republic of Vietnsn forces fron protecting the
civilian rice harvests so that the 6th Battalion's own rice supply wight be

supplenmented. These atlacks were not succesgsful.
Dy

The 30th iF Battalion continued to renain out of contact, south of AO
Solling-Dan Hog, in the ROK area of operations. The 85th LF Bettallon C O~
tinued it: harassment attacks alons hizhways QL 1 and 7A and conducted rice-
Laiherln operations but, as previously mentioned suffered substantisl losses

at the hafda of the A?ih ARVN Regiment,

In Cctober activity remained 1i: sht, with the major elements of the 95th
VA Regiment continuxﬁ? to remain alﬁlg the Cambodian border. Low level agent
rerorts, however, indicate that the 95th NVA Re i-ental Headquarters, with its
subordinate 4th dﬂg 5th Battalions, Ulll revurn to the Bolling - Dan Hoa ares
of operations withian the next 30—60 iay The 6th Battalion 95th Reiment
continued its ﬂarass* nt attacks againg t the rice harvests a7d traffic alony

Hi sl and 7A, as did the 85th LF Battalion. The 30th MF Battalion
rera of CO“LECt south of AO Bolline ~ Dan Hoa, in the ROK area of
opera The most significant allied achievement vﬂg the discovery on

27 OGTn)ﬂ of a hospital complex at BQ 9356 by elements of the 4th Bn (Aon)
;Oqu In |a¢try, The complex, 100 weters ir dia ,eter, includecd beds, medical

seven . VA rucksacks, and a POW Trom the 5th Bautallbn G5th TVA
h“_'“e 3 who wes a patient at the hospital. The loss of the facility will be
e severe set back for VC/EVA Lorceg, as this hospital is reportedly the only
one in Fhu Yen Province capable of surgical operations,

In Hovenber AO Rolling — Daw Hoa retgined cuielt, with the 4th Bn (Abn)
503d Infantry condueting operations north of Tuy Hoa City and in and around
Base Area 202, In late MNovenber the 4th En (Abn) 5038 Infentry deployed “rom
AQ Bolling - Dan Hoa to AO Maller, leaving D Company 16th Armor the prinary
Bl=rag, coniat elenent in AC Joljlq; —~ Dan Hoa. In December and January, D
Company 16th Armer conducted combined operations with Regional Force snd Pon-
ular Force elenents in support of the Phu Yen Province Accelerated Paciifica~
tion Program, designed to upgrade Governient of the Republic of Vietnan con-

bt
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trol of AN NGHIEP /iliage (CQ 0741). The 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry re-
turned to AC Luiling - Dan Hog from AO Walker on 22 January and imiediately
began conducting reconnaissance in force and HAWK Tean operations to the
west of DOYG TRE, with these operations continuing as the operation reriod
ended,

e Enemy Courcsition, Strength and Location et the Comletion of Crere

UHIT EST STRENGTH PROBABLE LOCATION

2th Bn, $5th "VA Regient 300 BQ 9951

305k MF En 350 €O 1926

X

¥
L—l
~

1

]

e

20 'CQ 0951
cant reduction of eneny force es is, in large part, due
headquariers of the 95th Repient, with its subor-
“telicns tc Cambodia in June, 1060 This noverent vag
'rpctx on of the $5th YVA Re:iment's parent umit, the 5th
; lLe ~urpose of the movenent wes to receive replscemepts
and fvr the Regivent to resurply and train. ;lthovgh indications were re-
celved of nos=ible return cf the entire 95th.!'VA Re;i-ent to its “ormer area
of operations lu late December 1968, no hard 1ﬂtelllgerce was available to
confirm this, the termination of the operation, the Tollowing enemy wnits
ceve possibly operating in the area of operzticns

BUTANY EST STRuHLIH PROEABLE LOCATICH
35 VA Reut 1500 Unlec
ith Ba, 95 VA Regt 325 ee

e. Epery Covrses of Acticn, Methods, Peculiarriiies

(1) Of ncteble interest has been the detericrsticy in

&
of reﬂlp“e"e“ts received by eneny units, AL the herinanin- of ¢
repleczments to enemy wnits 1

had LeCcivea threc or nore waths
11_.’t1 ticn, At the ter~ination of the operaticn, er
d recelved one wonth or less of nilitery trﬂﬁﬂi“j. i
A ; with th of nersomnel in ;e(ders
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*I‘C Ch ".‘C."B,

o end cone ROE bat-

5 1 acved west. In June,
p renta vithdrew vest into Ceibedic, each leaving behind
force. The 6th Bal 2, 95 NVA Res i \ent with en esti-
500 nen svoided contect whenever 3oed1hle. Indiceticnse

were received no wally *n the form of azent reports, PW statsents an@ cap=
tured docunents, d Decerber 1968 and Jeuuvary 1669, thet the renainder

oi the @5 "VA Reg '3 returring to its ner A0, Hovever, at the tern-
ingtion of the gperaticn, nc kard inte vas avallanle 7o corfirnm these
renorts, 2°d the units remain unlocaie

12
5

Y ON ,A_ Tuete”
the Vuns Bo B ! mstaﬁ.au* 97,
30tk MP Pad "rs haen tarqeted A

'p}cvns. All*rd ﬁncretlons, hove ev,

Drirdiae the

v taxgeu;ﬂ epalingt

t?r ares &
jion hes con;
3/ /;. 7tk AR
VA,

.1'. %

h Lecal }0100 B
i e

O
3
D

cephuring

and

the
areas

£MOTEN

stand-of f
asi. regtricting
activitr,

rinning of the opersticn, “he en

Ko | !

* bese camps, cadre sites and nedicel faci :
the HUR area. These installaticns are +ital to the enemy




HEPIUUELELTUNTE DI UNILISSHIEU J DéClassitied Holdings of the Natonal Archives S e D R

Authority BEYD cl 1&;;3
AL e s ot

SUBJECT: Combat Operaticns After Action Renort

effort and would be replaceable only with extrene dif fficulty due to his ex-
tended LOCG. As a vesult of this operation, with its ettendart loss of wea-
pons, amnunition, tons of rice and eCllp“Qnt the enemy's logistical systen
has been dealt an irreparasble blow. On 27 October 1968, vic BR9359, ele-
ments of the 4th Bn ( bn) 503d Infantry found a lerge hospitzl corplex.
Inside “he complex were Heds, medical surplies, running water in barboo pires
and a PW from the 5th Battalion, 95th VA Regiment. “he PW confirmed the
departure of the 95th Regirent in June 1968. The loss of the hospital corie
vlex was a particularly severe blow to the enemy, as this comnlex reportedly
vas the only facility in Phu Yen Province with a surgieal capability. Bri-
operations in supnort of GVN vacification nrogrems heve denied the ensmy
support of LLc populace, either voluntary or involuntary. This loss

sticel capabilities has severly deereased the offensive cepabilities
of the enemny.

<

of log

(7) 1In the areas of leaders hip and mcrale, enemy forces have suffered
greatly. Throushout the conduct of Operation Bolling — Dan Hoa, the enemy
hes been bauuermu by the continuing loss of experienced leadership personnel
in all units, with the possible exception of the 30th MF Batislion. This

oss hes been most accube in the non-comnissioned officers ranks. Morale of
the enemy, both by unit and individuel, hss also suffered. The morale pro-
bleng exnernencad in enemy units have bee inducted by shortages of experien-
ced medicsl supvort and proper medical facilities Slcknego, compouvnded by
hunger, personal 111ness, ﬁlllel firepover, a lack o significant victories
and ke unexpecéted length of the war has been cvervhelming. The result has
been decreased enemy combst effectiveness and a lack of willingness on the

neny's part to engage in sustsined contact.

(8) Significant enemy wulnerabilities noted throu hout the conduct of
Cperation Eolling - Usn Hoc were:

(a) The eneny remsined senerslly

short ol wediecile and rrover
nedical treatment facilities. This leck of medieire, particiularly for treat-
w1ent of malaria cases, dee ply erodes Lhe cormbat efiectm":nLUJ of the enenmy.

(b) Recruited ad irnressed Viet Cong nersonnel are relativ
rained “uﬁ unexperilenced. VA units are short ervperienced lesders and
llbe¢ £ HVA replacenents has declined drasticly. This absance of promi
victorm'and porular ?prort lowers morale and nales the eneny extremely vul-
nerable o psychological operations

The Gﬁei‘:yis limited ca~ahilji '{'V to en Lafe in conventicnal
rtended periods mede him vulnerahle to allied airpower and sup-
irepower.,
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(d) The continued logs of logistical facilities and Republic
o7 Vietnanm pecificaticn operations have forced the eneny's infrastructure
into the open. Their identification and neutralization have resulted in an
irreparable loss of herd core cadre, resulting in further deterioration of
his logistic capabilities and combat effectlveness.

(¢) Extensive use of visual reconnalssance, LRP's, hand held
photography and technical detection devices combined with the use of air-
strikes, artillery and mobile reaction forces severly limits enemy's mobil-
ity and activity.

£. lHature of the Weather: AC Bolling - Dan Hoa during *he months of
Novesber, December and Jenuary is under the influence of the Mortheast Mon-
soon. Surface winds during the period prevail from the north-northeast.
Wind speeds range up to 16 knots, Winds gusting tc 20 knots are not un-
common in the immediate vicintiy of thunderstorms, along exposed locations
during strong northeasternly flow, and areas under the influence of typhoons
or trepical storms. Calm conditlons are ochserved most frequently during the
night and early morning hours. Precinitation “rom nid-Decerber thru March
ig in the form of light to moderate showers that normally occur in the morn-
ings. Periods of three to five days without rain sre common during the oer-
iod. Cloudiness in the morning with ceilings below 1N00 feet are common
in exposed valleys. In general, the afternoons along the coast are nartly
cloudy with most clouds above 2000 feet. Temperatuvres range “rom 70 to an
degrees along the coast and from 60 to 88 degrees in the interior. Relative
humidities are high throughout the year. Mean nonthly relative humidities
are within the range of 70 to 90 percent. In the northeast Monsoon the hum-
jdity along the northeast is ghout 91 percent.

o Nature of the Terrain: The area of intrest is locsted in PHU YEN
Province and 1s beunded by coordinates BR7000, BQ7060, CRQIG&Y and C23000.
The eastern boundry is the South China Sea. "hree~fourths «f the area is
mountainous and forested, Most of the remainder of “‘he ares s flabt land used

either for cultivation of rice, or other lowland crops. long the coast

there are rolling hilis and sand sarea consists of mountains snd hills, there
is no drainage problem. The major drainage system is forred by the DA RANG

or SONG BA River and its tributaries it traverses the center of the AQO from
west to east. (BQ7039 - CQ6346). Ths tributaries flow generally ncrih-south
depending upon their location relative ©o the S0NG BA., The river empties

into the South China Sea. Vegetation in the plains area is nredeminantly rice
fields. Interprovincial Route 7B and Route 1 are the main lines of commun-
ication in the area.
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tactic enployed in
gupport of Infantry

the sappers
airfields,
1 this snall
i’ .hcm and per-

T I
&u

ing the sapper unit

and artil-

lery units in a breach
ingthe defansive infantry-

type fromtaL at;
tle C'L‘.t e i@

gbrands or wire.
pegs or other means of
will walt in concealnent

or spread
the lower
Gy mine flelds with
end heavy Weapons units
rfored,

“the assault is the des-
""JC'L,LO"}, of

gehine guns and other
argsts with the sane tine, to detonate
explos in the minefields. After
o] the
nd
are sslected e,
'*an ccwrmwloug_ re-

ral ,,‘? hi f"‘

(3) five tacticel principals:

(a)

the plamning and performancs of the

pper 1nd ite moving repidly to enaple assault
as short a time as possible and thus ex~
1"> "‘OIH
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gvances

ig coa“*LntEy encours

Palrol OWOWu dons During the conduct of Operation Bolling
82 long were conducted. Long Henge

censrs. Jl; nissions, with a secondary
of war £ 5 made 191 seperate sizh

versomiel, accounbing .r ?\ ”Q’lfﬂ EIA (BC) and 16 VC/NVA

L U

junetion with these leng
illery on enemy clenents.
intellisence collecltions
Den Boa.

nrisoners of war captured. In con

1bat operations wers based on & naximum utilization of a1l
rescurces, During - conduet of Operaulon Dolling - Dan Hoa,

as

d, 82 lonz range nasrols were conducted. Aerial reconnsissance and

surveillance azsets were also used extesnsively.

4.\

in AQ

12, MISSION: The 173d Airborne Brigade conducted conbat opera
Folliny ~ Dan Hoa 1to:

enilneer congk

U oman A 7
4 ala !-A;

o)y o) & e e e Ao Ty [ R = o 1 3
¢. Support the Revublic of Vietnan's Revelutionary Development and
Accelersted Pacification -

[uh
a

; 5 civice metion
rojects and long range,

1 i,

Juct a coptinw
15

high impact pr

13- COHGERT 01 ¢ :  Upon incipiency, the desire of the ¥73d Airborne
Brigade was to continually emphaize the security of QL 1 and QL 7A and, using
its combat maneuver elenents, to deploy into the junzle highlands areas

to 'the west of the coastal F¢9Lﬂ areas with the mission of seeking out and

&

destroying enemy forces and hage ganmp znd logistical areas

a. Operation Bollineg - Dan Hos was planned so that organic, attached and
OPCON slements of the 173d Airborne Brigade could be utilized to achieve
maximua combat effectiveness. Toward this end, D Company 16th Armor was

vtilized throw:hout the conduct of On: on Boliiaos - Den Heoa es the Bri-
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ade's reaction element.
daily end helped to secure various
while, at the sane tine,

in the coastal plains areas. Thus,

3rizade were able to conluct operations

with the full combat strength rather
static defensive positions.

o, ‘his concept
profiteble, and the basic concept ¥
ation Bollling - Dan Hea.

one Yeer,

EXECITTON: tion BOLLLDE =

Opera

This unit conducted sweeps along QL 1
bridge and strong points as
conducting operations of an offensive
the combat naneuver

of operatica proved 1tself to be both
as retained throughout the
It is of note

T o o B e g UL AP,

Authority NND C\ 275

After hebion Bepoit

and 7A
needed,
nature
battalions of the
in the jungle highlands areas
than having elenente tied down in

R

worthwhile and
conduct of Oper-—
Operation Weller, spanning
e to either

T e e
Ao he Rl e

1 or TA were never clo

=
'\«ALL 2]

ic for a period of longer than thirty ninutes.
g the basic 0peratloﬂa1 concept of the Brigede.

PR

tiated +the 1734 Alr-

- orne Brigade on 190001 Sept

" L3 o R TV e
to the west and north of Tuy

vince,
at 150,000 pe ople, less thal

conbrol and approvisately 13,000 are

enber 1967. T
Hos city.
5000 are cor

ed in Phu Yen Pro-
eatinated
Cong
The

This AO is locat
ta population is
idered being uncer Vietb
1nhabitents of conheoted areas.

a8

[ Fpar)

inhabitants principal occupabion, &9 in BO Cochige 18 fishing, ugaim on an
individual small hoat basis, and faraing, with:irilce being the main Crop.
a. 19 Septenier 967 - 31 Gctober 1o67:  Dhuping this period aimost all
+he contacts during Operation.Boll‘nr _ Dan loa were with squad sized Or
1 cta for this

gneller elenents. The following

perice:

(1) 191150 Seph G 07405
11 und resulbs.

spnery unilt wi
(2)
cave resulbing

(3) 271945 Sept

eneny unit with wmd res

571150 Sept BQ 084734

in 5 VG EXA (BC) and

(4) 091145 Got
timated squad of WVA resulbing

in 6

(5) 200855 Oct Bh

i BLA (BB

5O 942589 A/1/503%

674367 LEP lean

[]

of gignificant cony

E Troop 17tk Cav engaget & seuad sized

2

A/4/503¢ Infantry +hrew a grenade in &

1 VC WIA.

A/1/503a Infantry eangaget ei unk size

o contact w/an es—
2 Al-AT's

Infantry mad

(BC), 4 US WHA an

HVa KIA

5 Y0 in 4

L arbushec
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1

b, 1 Hovember 1987 - 31 Januarv 1968: During this period of Oper-
ation folling -~ Dan Hoa, units of the 1734 Airborne Erigade were involved

P e

in 239 incidents, 140 of which were frie n&ly initated., Significant eontacts
during this perloed were as follcwss

(1) 13 Nov 67 CQO41471 A/3/503d Infaniry made conbtact with 16 VC
resulting in 8 VC KIA (BC).

(2) 16 Hov 67 CQO74524 D/3/503d Infantey nade contoct with 6 VC
restlting in 4 VC KIA (BC).

(3) 10 Dec 67 B/3/503d4 Infentry made contact with 3 HVA resulting

a 3 MVA KIA (BC).
(4) 15 Dec &7 CQD16467 A/3/5038 Infantry enzaged 3 NVA resulting

in 3 VA .KIA (EC).

2 Dec 67 BQ912192 A/3/503d Infantry engaged an est VC platoon
V(.. KEA (B0,

(6) 27 Dec 67 BQI04LT791 B+D/3/503d Infantry engaged an estimated
V¢ compeny resulting in 69 VC KI4 (RC),

(7) 7 Jan 68 BRE21790 B/4/503d Infantry engaged an estimated VC
squad resulting in 6 VC XIA (BC).

(8) 27 Jan 6% BQ955593 LRP Teem B enpgaged 2 VO resulting in 2 VC

red an estimated

(9) 30 Jan 68 CQ165473 C+D/4/503¢ Inrantry eng
AYA battalion., The ettack was lauvnched abaAnuL the TUY

=

A Forth ﬁj*;Aejc

nent., C aqu D Companiss, 4th En (Ahlj 5034
ffu” Resirent and wOJ“OﬂFl

; itmtcmﬁhmmimuﬂ 311900
Janua ryv LUL3¢ enemy lcsscs by “lema“bs of the 173d Airborne Erigede were

77 VA KIA (BC), 2 NV& POW,

by the 5ﬂh En, anh HVA Pe;

¢c. 1 February 194

A

= .30 Anrdil 19568: In Februsry Brizade Headguarters
5

(=), 4th Bn (Abn) 5034 iW‘aﬂtTF? C and D Btry 3d Bn 319%h Artil llery, E Troop
17th Cav and D company 16%th Armor participated in Operstion Belling through
e

/ Februsry. On 7 February Brigade Heaquartnra () and E Troop 17th Cav

Jjoined other Brigade Forces in Operation MacArthur., From 6-29 Tehruary 1968

the 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry, C and D Brty 3d Bn 319th Artillery and D
Company iéth Armor participated in Operation Beolling during which they were
invelved in 47 incidents, 30 of which were friendly initlated. The Brigade

(13)
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line up in Operation Bolling remained the same throughout the month of March.
The largest contact on /4 March was made by D/16th Armor when they smashed
two eneny battalions (5th Bn 95th VA Regt and the 85th VO Bn) which hed
attacked the A7th ARVI Headcuarters at TUY HOA. Over Z00 enewmy soldiers were
killed in the combined FWlAF operation, Significant contacts for this per-
iod were as followus;:

(1) 060315 Feb 68: CQL548 A/4/503 sighted 4 VC outside of their
perineter and took them under fire. Results: 1 VC KIa (BO).

(2) 061145 Teb 63: CQO51492 C/4/503d Infantry sighted ard engaged
1 VC wearing khakis and rucksack moving NiE. Regults: 1 FVA KIA (EC).

(3) 11 1300 Feb 68: CQ047435 C/4/5034 Infantry ambushed 2 VO,
Resultss 2 VC KIA (BC).

(4) 041210 Mar 68: CQ1:59471 D/16th Aruwcr had one M113 hit a mine.
Area was searched and severzl VC were engaged., Results: 4 US WHA, 2 VC KIA.

(5) 181215 Mar 68: CQOL54AL6 A/L/5034 Infantry observed 10 VC in
the open. Artillery, sirstrikes, and gunships were called., Results: 4 VG
KIA (BC).

(6) 042350 Apr 68: B/4/503d Infantiry nade contact with estimated
45 VO/MVA vie CQOAG4LES, sults: 1 VC/WVA KIA (BC).

(7) 06 Aor 6%: A/4/503d Infantry Tired on 15 VC with weapons.
Results: 1 VC KIA (BC).

(8) 072050 Apr CQ053393 A/4/503d Infantry mace contact with 8 VG
while moving to an ambush site. Resulis: 2 VC KIA (EBC).

(9) 171334 Apr 68: C/4/5034 Ilfdﬂtry sighted 1 IVA Co digging into
eir front. Artillery and A/S were called Results: 1 NVA ¥IA (BC), 1 AK-A7
1 nortar CIA,

(10) 171436 4pr 68: CQ#844 D/16th Armor while sscortinz a convoy
recelved SA fire from woth sides of the *oau, Head track destroyed by a mine.
Artillery snd A/S sumported. Results: 1 US WHA, 1 APC destroyed; 5 VCO/NVA
K1a (BC),

d. 1 Mayv 1968 - 31 July 1968: 1In May the 1733 Airborne Brigade (-L
Task Force 4th Bn (Abn) 503d Infantry, continued Operaticn Belling - Dan

i

Hoa in Phu Yen Province, with the continuing mission of locating and des-
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troying the 95th HVA Regiment security for the 577th Eniineer Bsttalion
and the 173d Engineer Company, and providing A0 Bolling - Dan Hog with

an Infentry rapid reaction company. The 4th Bn (Aba) 503d Infantry, in
conjunction with elementg of D Company 16th Armor, continued to conduct
reconnaissance in force and search and destroy Operations west of TUY HOA
in efforts te locate and destroy enemy forces. Significant contscts during
this pericd were as follows:

(1) May:

) 021005 CQO06496 C/4/503d Infantry squad size ambush
engaged ai unk snemy force, Results: 7 VC/NVA XIA (BC),

(b) 021310 CQON5498 G/4/5034 Infantry squad size element
engaged 2 VO, Results: 1 VC KIA (BC).

(¢) 041030 CQO22342 B/4/503d Infantry engaged 1 VC. Results:
1 VC ¥IA (BC).

(a) (13§430 BQ967555 B/L/503d Infantry engaged 2 NVA. Re-
Lty 2 AVA KIA (BC),

(e) 151220 BQ933544 B/4/503¢ Infentry enzaged 6 VG, Results:
1 VC EIA (BC), 1 VC PW,

(£)

{ 151415 CQ041084 LERP Ta 15 mnede contact with an estimated
VU squed. Beszults: 1

VC KIA (BC).

(2) June:

(a) 011645 BQ870602 B/4/5034 Infantry engaged 4 VA with SA
fire. Resgulbs: 1 HVA KIA (BC), 1 SKS rifle CIA.

(b) 012300 CRD07415 LRRP Tn 15 engaged 2 VC/ﬁVA with SA fire.
Results: 2 VC/NV: KIA (BGC).

(G) 121445 CQD15445 LRRP Tm 1/ made contact with an estinated
3 VC/SVA with BA fire. Results: 1 VG/NVA KIA (BC), 1 rucksack CIA.

(d) 100843 BQ939757 D/16%h Ar=or had a APC hit a mine. Re-
sults: & US WHA.

(e) 301630 BRGOE533 B/4/503d Infantry made contact with an
estimated 3 VO armed with SA. Reaults: 2 HVA KTA (BC), 1 M-2 Carbine CIA,
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(3) July:

(a) 021300 BQ938857 A/4/503& Infantry engaged 1 VC/I'VA with
SA fire resuliting in 1 VC/HVA KIA (BC),

(b) 041600 BQE98748 LRRF Tam 12 nade contact with an estinated
VG platcon and was extracted without inecident. '

(e} 041830 BQB67754 LREP T 16 made centact with an wk gized
cnemy force resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC). Gunships were called with unk
results.,

(d) 081150 BQ9N3759 LRRP Ta 13 engaged 1 indiv with 34 fire
resulting in 1 VG/NVA KIA (BC).

(e) 101220 BQOOYEED C/4/503d Infantry engaged 7 indiv armned
with weepons resulting in 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC).

(£) 142100 €Q266349 4/5033 Infantry revorted an OP received
SA fire from a sampan. SA fire was returned and swift boat called to support
vhe contact. There were neg US cas and unk enery cas.,

(g) 201610 80159390 D/4/503d Infantry reported a platoon made
con~act with an uhk enemy "orce. There were 3 US WEA as a result of the con-
tact,

(1) 281750 BQS02459 LERP Tm 14 made contact With an unk size
eneny .orce and 5A fire and AW fore was exchanged resulting in 1 US WHA and an
unk eremsy casualiy figure,

(1) 300945 CQO064AT LRRP Tm 12 made contact with an estirated
V0 squad. SA and AW five was exchanged resulting in 2 VC XTA (BC) end 1
Meuger rifle and 1 rucksack CIA.

e. L1 August 1968 -~ 31 October 1968:

(1) Auvgust:

(a) 011805 BQ835785 A/4/503d Infantry made contact w/1 VC armed
with SA, SA fire was returned and indiv fled W leaving a bloed trsil. The
trall was follewed w/neg results.

(b) 061700 BQYE755. B/4/503d Infantry received SA fire fron
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apprex 6 indiv's., TFire was returned w/SA and arty employed. There were
neg enemy cas and 2 US WEA,

(c) 080925 BQO6N525 C/4/503d Infantry engaged 1 VC/NVA w/SA
fire resulting in 1 VC/MVA KIA (BC).

(d) 111123 €Q012503 C/4/503d Infantry enzaged 1 NVA w/SA fire
resulting in 1 WVA KIA (BC), snd 1 SKS rifle, 1 rucksack ard 1 hamnock CIA.

(e) 111440 CQOL5LAT A/4/503d Infentry made contact w/est 3 VO
and engazed thenm w/SA, AW, The VC fled and the -area searched resulting
in 1 SKS rifie CIA,

(£) 111521 CQODA5420 Redon 4/503d Infantry nade contact w/unk
aige VO force resulting in 2 VO KIA (BC) and 1 Chicom HG CIA.

(g) 122200 CRO41488 D/16th Armor rec'd 3-4 M-79 rds fm the
N resulting in 1 U3 WHA slightly; fire was returned with unk results,

(h) 150240 CQOAGL3T A/47/503d Infantry mace eontact wiund ant
gnewy results and 1 US WHA not evacuated.

(1) 150950 BQ985572 LRP Tm 12 estsblished 4 VC w/SA fire re-
sultiag in 1 VC KIA (BC), 1 Russian 7.62mm pistol, 1 rucksack CIA, :

(1) 151940 0055413 A/4/503d Infantry established contack w/pess
Co siged snewny force and was reinforced by D/16th Armor., There were 5 U3
WHA and nez enemy cas.

w2 ;

(k) 151945 CQOL443R E/4/503d Infentry rec'd 2-3 rds of (Foss)
&0mm mortar and SA fire. Tire was returned with 2 VG KIA {BC).

(1) 160833 CQ046435 elements of 4/503d Infantry wade contact
w/und size enemy Torce. Fire was returned resulting in 1 U5 WEA.

(m) 211341 CQ034511 A/4/5034 Infentry engaged 1 VO w/SA result-
inz in 1 VC KIA (BC),

(n) 221240 6G059520 A/4/503d Infuntry enjesed 1 VO sqd result-
19z in 1 VC KIA (BC) and 1 AK-47, 2 Chicom HG's and 1 wallet w/papers CIA.

(o) 270945 CQO15421 LRP Ta 16 made contact w/und size eneny
‘ovcs. SA fire was exchenged and the tean broke contact and noved to an
Lz :nd were extracted at 1035H. i

(17)

<CONF TOERNTTALC—
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(2) September: From period 28 September 1968 to 15 October 1968,
the 4th Bavtalion (Airborne) 503d Infantry was OPCOI7 to the 4th Infantry
Division: Operation McArthur. TFor review, see ORLL, 1 August - 31 October,
4th Infantry Division.

(3) October:

(a) 241350 BQ939649 C/L/5033 Infantry reec'd 2 SA rds of har-
assing Uire. Arty was Tired on the enemy position and the area searched with
ne: results., HNeg US cags.

(b) 250830 CQ123298 4/503d Iafentry reported FAC A/C sighted
7 VC and arty fired resulting in 1 VC WHA, The other 6 VC iled SE from the
area. OSearch of the area resulted in Neg US cas. They were extracted w/o
incident,

f. 1 November 1968 — 31 January 1969: Actlvity remsined light in AO
Bolling — Dan Hoa during this neriod. TF 4th Battalion (Abn) 503d Infantry
conducted combat operations in Bsse Area 236 during the months of November
and Janvary. Base Area 236 was the scene of suspected re-supply snd training
operations conducted by the 6th Bn 95th NVA Regiment. The 4th Bn (Abn) 5034
Infsntry accounted for 10 VC/NVA KIA (BC), 1 VC/NVA CIA end siznificant enemy
ammunition and supply caches uncovered., Signifieant eontacts during this
period were as follows: :

(1) WNoveunber:

(a) 011400 CQON9595 B/L/503d Infantry engaged 4 VC/HVA di=ging
up a stump in an old US night location resulting in 2 VC/NVA XKIA (BC),

(b) 060520 BR999517 A/4/503d Infantry rec'd 4 ingonming rds
resulting in 1 US WHA,

(e) 111400 B4999517 HAWK Team 1/4/503d Infantry engaged 1 VC
resulting in 1 VC XIA (BC), 1 VC CIA, and 1 AK-47 rifle CIA,

(@) 131340 CR038493 A/4/503d Infentry rec'd sniper fire re-
sulting in 1 VC KIA (BC), 1xAK-47, 1xB-40 rkt rd and 1 ruckseck CIA,

(e) 301845 01557367 Hawk Team 4/503d Infantry enszaged 1 VC
sniper resulting in 1 US WHA., Fire was returned with unk results,

(2) December: 310400 CQ568409 D/16th Armor and 152d Rf Co engaged
an unk size enemy Torce with SA, SA flre was retuvrned and contaect broke
041580 resuliing in 2 VC/NVA KIA (poss).
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(2) Janvary:

(a) 310840 Cuo00510 E/503d Infartry was enzaged by an und
size enemy forecs armed w/SA, AW, zunships ané srty. The enemy hbreke con-
tact at 0855H when the eneny fled SW resulting in 3 £rdly WHA ard 2 VC/2VA
KIA (BC),

(b) 311251 GQonc518 C/4 /5034 Infantry made contact with an und
size VO element. Small arnz and auto wezpens Ifire was exchanged, At 1305H
the contact broke, At 1320H vic BR999518 contact vas re-ssteblished with
' in enemy eleuent, estimated to be a reinforced platoon. 84 fire vas

get. Ariy and smships swiperted the contact which regultec in 1 US
EEA, 11 US WHA and und enewy losses,

(e) 302200 CQRL40500 D/16th Armor end RE/PF elenerts ~ade contect
"th an estimated VG/UVA company armed with SA, AW, artillery and Spooky.
he contact broke -t 310600H end resulted in 7 US KHA, 3 US WHA, 3 PF WHA
1 APC destroyed. There vere 20 VG/NVA KIA (BC) 3 small arms and 1 B-40
CIA,

g. ZXacticsl Adr Sunport: Tactical sir supnort asehrovided fhroushout
of Operation Bolling ~ Dan lNoe by eleuents 57 the 7th Air Forcs.
forvard sir control was nrovids:d hy the Urited States Air Force
ol Party, 173d Airborme Brigad :h DASC Alpha, I Field Force
Tiqeliness of air summort vas insistantly excellzit, as in nearly
i strile aircraft were ready to ztlack at the nrenlanned TOT,
reaction tine for inmedirte requests was thirty wioutes (tinqe
o S 8.ce ielivery). Inediate requesty are relayed directly
Nz via Air Force Request Net. Preplen-ed requests were subnitie?
basis with deily "add on" requests svailable.

! ;- s o
(1) Quantity of Force:

el

LIPE SUTLIES FLOWN

FAG/Freplanned

o
LYY ]
a2

TAG/Imediate 213

Cgihat Sky Spot/Preplanied &1
Corbat Sky Spot/T1ediate 13

Spooly ‘ 9

4
o2

f ARy I e (R oS o
Potal Surties Flowm EyAYS
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2
J‘I

ANEE HIMBER FLOW:

Trapas-an Contach yASS
Gonfirned Eneay Location 41
Acquired Enemy Location 59
Suspecte’ Eneny Location 143
Vixed Taryget Destruction 45
Troop As:izult Prepargtion 24
Lzuding Zone Construction 113

(3) BResults and Effectiveness:

KBA (conrir ed) 87
KBA (noss) 102

Bunkers Destroyed 110

Secondary Fires 51
Saccodary Eurlesions ‘ 27
Ueva Tntrances Sealed 2

Pack Animals Killed 7

Structures Destroyed 150

gnd Pgvcholodcal Operations: During the cond
cular emphesis was slven to civil affairs =

gade elements rendaring support to reques

vart of a "self help" nature, wiensver poouule.
actions and operaticns are reporL ¢ as Tollows:

narati J:la 5 with Bri
Yor tthe o
. ficant

(1) Cawil AfTals

T2

(a) MEDCAP activities continued throughout the reporting ver-
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hel
=
i)
r
Q
by
=
i-*—
O
O
o]

iod, visiting hemlets and villages throughout AO Bolling. MEDCAPS were per-

formed by bettalion surgeons, the office of the Brigsde surgeon and perscnnel
assigned to Company B (Medi cal), 173d Airborne Brigade, from the period 19
Segotenper 1967 through 37 Jaruary 196G MEDCAP activities treated 2 total of
4,250 patients.

(b) In the scope of Cormumity Relations, Brigade personnel
h

ted in numerecu - religious snd offical ceremonies. At these cer-
othing, food, school kits and other comedities vere distributed.
raonnel attended wmnercus mn=etings with Republic ol Vietnan officals

3
inate and plan civic aciiocn projects.
(¢) Im civic action part 1ﬁ1pqm.0u, personnel r
risade centributed a total of 1,538 nan-hours ggsisting
: Projects were uni ertﬂ”eﬂ at the requeat of ierub¢1c
: - als and included the repair and reconstruction of schools,
3 puolhu nd official buildings, roais ani bridges. As notled
? the "gel? help" classification

5 jo “J% ci thess Df31ects were of ti
persor el providing technical assistance and over 90% of needed n
equiprnent.

(2) Psychological Overationg: During the conduct of Operation
ine — Dag Hoa a total of 21,755,000 leaflets were disseninated over the
serial wdesions and 200 hours of grousd

aeres of overation in hoth jround s
and aeriel loudspeaker tins was utilized. Basic thenss used in both leaf-
lst and lecuds nehﬁef, sissions revolved around the Volunteer Informetion Pro-
gram, Wational Safe Conduct Pess, CHIEU HOI and Republic of Vietnam inage.

i. GChenicsl Operations: Chemical operations supperted the 1734 Air-
borne Brigade throughout the conduct of Operation Bolling - Dan Hoa., For
the most part, this suoport was of two categories, defoliation and personnel
detector nission. A su:

5

amary of chemical activities is reported as follows:
1) 0On 2 Jan 68 the SASS was used in a UH-1D crop destruction misz-
Sy e 00 gcil ns of herbicide ware used,

(2) 0On 3 Jan 68 the SA3S was used in a UH-1D rice destruction mis-
sion, 100 gzallons of herbicide were usged.

(3) On 6 Jan 68 the SASS was useéd i
sion. 100 gallons of herbicide were used,

3

n g UH-1D rice destruction nig-

(L) On 14 Jan 68 the SASS was used in a UH-lD rice destruction ~is-
gion, 170 =zallons of herbicide were used.

(21)




MLPIVAULEU Ul e UHUdssTHEU T UELIssHIEU RUIUTHYS UL LHE INaUUH ! ATCHIVES e e e

Authority NND q 2—76'@
s ) Gt TR ] A
Gl Lok ist TAL R
AVBE.SC / MHD 2 March 1969

SUBJECT: OCombat Operations After Action Report

(5) On 18 Feb 68 the Agavence shrayer was usefq in a UH-1D rice des-
sruction mission vie BQ 8064, BQ 8068, BQ 8168 end BQ7969. Approx ~ately
an% of the rice was destroyed.

(6) On 18 March 1968 the Agavence snrayer was used in two UH-1D
crop “estruction wissions on rice ﬁacﬂjeu ir the aree enclosed by BQ7963
and BRA163. 100 gallons of agent BLUE were dispensed,

(7) On 11 May 68 the CH- 47 with 600 gellon bladder was used in a
defoi‘q+1on wission elong QL7B vic BRE8LL to BQ92L3 1200 zallons of agent
WEITE yere used on smbush sites along the road.

(8) On 12 May 68 the CHA7 with 600 gallon bladder wes used in a
dsfoliation mission along WQL7B vic BQE84L to BQ9R4A3. 495 zallons of agent
WHITE vere used.

() On 15 July 68 the SASS was used in a UH-1D rice crop destrue-
tion =wisasion vie grid sguares BQTE75, BQTT75, BQ7963, BLO160, 300102 80
f&llons of agent BLUE were used.

j. Airborne nersocnnel detectors and Man Pack personnel detec®ors were
wtilized as major sources of intelligence data durirg the conduet of Oper-
ation Bollinz — Dan Hoa, CS E-153 clu“*eru, air cavalry gunships and artil-
lerv support were utilized as a means of follow-up on the perqonnel ﬂetec—

readings. Fron 15 May 1968 through 31 January 1969, 78 APD/MPD missions,
totaliaz 127 houre anc 50 L“Jvtuu, were lown in AQ Eolling,

15, COMBAT SERVICES, LOGISTIGS A:D ADMINISTRALIION:

oupporu. In o.rl.;:]ﬁt:lon
aves Reviuu-a+i3ﬂ were provided by suprorting
Units of the 173d Support Bat: 1LJ1 to includ

o3

383) and "D" Conpany (Meint) provided Cless II and 3 1elon ¥
Service. In addition, the Brigade Support Operations Gen rter (B30C)
vac k Lp agsistance to lst Logistical Corrwant umits whenever requires

i
(D

i :
ron the nning of coperstions in AQ Bollingx, the legistical pleture was
?vl"bu The 1); Logis 1Cﬂ1 Command had an ovnerstion in the PHU HEIP-TUY HOA
aves. Pricr to the arrivel of the Brigade, so 1t vas nol necessary to bepl d
anew, Llhe onliy init;cl problen wag in the ares of Cless III. The cdispersed
operstions of the Brissde in AO0 Bolling initially ceused a shortage of dis-
sensing ; and personzel. However, by - February 1968, 1st Log Conrman

vk
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nad supplerented their POL equipment and perzonnel so that the area was
effectively covered. During operaticns in the A0, over 1,500 gallons of
diesel and 5,000 gallons of =ogas were ditributed monthly.

(2) Class II Susplies were supplied frowm AN XKHE by air to Tuy Hea,

Air force U-130's and C7A's were utilized for this purpose. During the lst
uarter of 1968, -ore than 65,000 pounds of ereral Clags II carzo was movad
each month by air. In addition, aircraft transportation provided the “ajor
method Zor personnel movement Jrom AN KHE to TUY HOA., During the 1st quar-
ter of 1968, anproxinately 500 sky troopers wers flown to TUY HOA. The
Major Class II shortages during this period were zeverators, nmernite cans
and smell size fatijues., In the area of barrier material, the supply of
conceriina wire continued to be a problsm., However, again close liasion
between lst Logisticsl Command Units ard depot authorities produced snough
concertina to keep the stockage lavel from becoming critical. Class V sup-
plies zever were a problen. The Ammnition point was able to maintain an
adequate stockage level on all needed types of armunition.

(3) In conelusion, from the beginning of &she operation, logistics
picture was bright witu a few e.veptions. The 1lst Logisticel Cormmanc and
175 Svoport Satl: 1o Mit: vere able 4o provide their classea of supplies
and services in u wost competant tanner thereby ensuring that logistics was
never a handicap to conbst operations,

b. Eudneer Support: Engineer sunport for the duration cf Operation
Bolling - Dar Hoa was n~rovided by the 1734 Engineer Company (Airtorne). The
company is organized under MICE E-137F POl and is authorigzed three engineer
platoons and one bridge platoon, However, Jue to the particulsr taciteal
existing in AO Bolling, the tactical bridge equipnent was turmed in z2d the

nlatoon was crzanized inte a Tourth enpineer platoon. The strenzth
of the 173d Engineer Compeny generally renalned at authorized sirsngth, that
is of 6 officers and 188 enlisted men. Engzineer support is reported in three
areags as Tollows:

M

(1) Comstruction: The conpany headquarters was stationed at Tuy
Hoa fron Septenber 1967 to mid-February 1968. During this period of time
lhe engineers =upnorted the Brigade headquarters by constructing 2500 reters
frontaze of multi-row wire entanglements, 87 GP mediunm tent frames and floors,
and uess facilities for the Commanding Genersl and his staf?. [ive miles of
hizhway 436 vere revsired and upgraded and en access roal to = Republic of
Korea “ire support base was constructed., A fire support bese was constructed
on a nountain top near DONG TRE, This required leveling the nowntain top and
constructing a brigale comnend post.
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(2) Combat Operations: In AO Bolling during the period September
- February 1968, the major effort of the company was to supporting
infantry and artlllery companies of the Brizsde. On nunerous occasions
en‘inaer: were called upon to fight as infantry. In mid-February, when
ajor portlum of the company left AO Bollin:, a ninesweep tesm was lei't
niinued to conduct daily minesweeps. Dally minesweeps were
d thﬂouvhout the period of Operation Bolling - Dan Hoa. In Febw
68, the company destroyed a huge tunnel complex near FSB Razorback.
to say, normal combat engineer support was aforded the Brigade
in AO Eollinr at all tines. This support included a waterpoint
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(2) Ciwvil Affeirs: The 1738 Enzineers renorted the embanikment of a:

agueduct that was destroyed due to artillery "ire. Had it not been for this
work & large rice producing valley would have gone without irrigation water.

» Medical and Medical Service Support: The mission ol the Brigade
lical service office was to provide 'mmit and Brigade level nediecal ser-
]

5 all assigned, attached and OPCON persomnel. Co B (Medical), 1734
orne Brigade provided nedical services in the forvard combat area.

-

(1) Material: The chief medical sunply problem for Operation
Bollins - Dan Hoa was “1recijy related to the fluctuating manner in which
the Brigade was tactically deployed. Often it is necessary to ubtilize nore

than one source of supply (i.e.) 67th Bvacuation Hospital an? 25th Evacu-
ation Hospl+b” in QUL WHONs 91st Evacustion Houplta¢ 1 A0 BOAD  To Ully

the line battalions, operating in separate geographic aressg, This

hampered control adninistrative records and continuity of procedures,
ic items of supply were often umaveilable, shoriages of gen-

eﬂd nedicaticns were neglizibls. Coooe%stmoa and support

"1
eral i3

from the 32d Medic pot, especially the forward p.atoon at QUI NHON, was
ﬁonsi:Jqqtly autsb 111
() Medical Civic Action: Through July 196% all nedical civic

action (MEDCAP) activities in AQ Eg;;;Qé were coordinated and directed by
the Brigade S5 office. On 1 August 1968, the Brigade Surgeons Office ac-
guired operaticnal coutrcl of MEDCAP missions and coordinstes wlt* the 55
to accomplish the mission., MEDCAP activities ars reported in paragraph 14,
Excution, Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations,

(3) Preventive Medieine: In AO Belling malaria was the principal
preventive medicine problem. Malaria case notes began to rise rapidly after
the Rrigade began combat cperations in AO Eolling and reached a peak in Oct--
nuer wlien n?ﬁ cases were reqorteq. In conjunction with the 172d Preventive
dicine Unit (SVC) (FLD) ), routine testing for urinary chlorcquine wes per-
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orned throughout the Brigade bezimaing in the first week in November. The
est employed was rnodified from that described by Wilgon and Bdeson and uses
r-Tornet's neazent. The purpese of the field testing was to identify for
ancers which of their units was not using the chloroguine-prinaquine
wadication. It was necessary to convince the individusl that there was no
portion of the Brigade AO that could not be reached by urine colliecting
tesms. The goal was to test at lesst 25% of the Brigade each week. As the
extent of testing increased the rercent of nezative results lecreased and mal-
aria case rates decreased. The difference betwesen the cases of nalaria in
October and December 1948 is equivalent to adding the corbat elenents of

1wo companies to the Brigede. Routine testing “or urinary chloroguine con-
tinpned “hroughout the conduct of Operation Bolling. o other significent
vreventive nedicine problems were encountered.

=

d, Signal Supnert of Combet Operations:

(1) Throughout Operation Bolliug - Dan Hoa telephone communications
via VHF, Microwave and Tropcspheric scatter radlo relay and carrier equip-
ment wers provided to all Brigade Base Camps and to higher, support and
adiacent units. These long line telephone communications were nrovided
through the supnort of the Brigade's 534th Signel Company, the 54th Signal
Battalion, and the lat Signal Bri.ade. Throughovt Cperation Bolling ~ Dan
Hog the primary means oi communlcationhs utilized between Base
Camps, with alternate telephcne routing aveilable btetween all areas. In
a’dition, whenever a Battalion Cormanc. Post disnlaced from its Base Camp
to a field location the brigade telerhnne aysten vieg extended to that fire
base by utilizir the 524th Sigmal Company's L~channel VHF capability and the
12~charn: 54th Signal Bat on. This telephone ex-

channel VHF capability of the L
e 1 gave The i ik e field the capshility teo talk with their
battalion rear area and vith gade Headquarters,

{2} Other comnunicetions available to each Dattalicon Cormand Post
throuzhout Operaticn Bplling - Dan Hoa ineluded FM and AM radio. The Bri ad
¥ Radio Nets orerated eontinuously, 24 hours e day, throughout the pericd
covered by this rsnort. Equipnent utilized for these nets were of the
AN/VRC-12 series radios, Artennas utilized were primerily RC-292 and S
2166/G, Retranmission sbaticns were employed when required.

e

(3) Also operating contlnuously during Opsration Bolling - Daz I
3rigade AM Radic Teletyve Wet. This net was hizhly successiul ant
ade in providing a secure means of trensmitiing tele=-
Brigade Headquarters to each Battalion Cornand Post.
stiliged for this net was the AN/V3C-2 Radio. Difficulty in trans-
(0200-0700) due to the

o B
> Lrom
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e, Enemy Operationsl Totals:
1968 ~ 31 January 1969),

(1) Bn:ay Personnel Logses:
KIA (BC):
KIA (Poss):
CIA:

() ¥HOI CHANE:

Civil Defendents:

(2) Eneny Wearong Losaes:
tars, one 57w recoiless rifle, thirt
64x AK~4T rifles, 4%x SKS ifles,

1 o

Tan

rocket ¢Uungher3}
ht BAR, six M3 sub-macl
grenede Wﬁunckﬁrn
-'t:»l“:' C(}‘“:J.U ‘f; OJ..

e

A

e

guns,

rifies,

Opera®icn Bolling -

Flve 12.7
rteern LMG's 233 erwv Wweesrn
35x% Carbines, 13x Mauser rif
eipht M
four M-72 lawa,
three MAT-LG sub-machine guns, one AK-50 rifle.
ner4uion Bollirg ~ Dan Hoa enuubh weapons were captbured

R N FRLARMIAR AIAS

Authority NND 927,73,

Lfter Action Rencrt

Dan Hoa (19 September

three 82
to include

, ten pistols,
HAS=36 rifles,

three M-7%
During
to

~achine juns, O T

-16 rifles eicht
three shotgun L5,

adec

2nely equi;e an eneny infa

!JJ reco ﬁfous rlfle rd~

rifls Hm%,ﬁdx
37,202 pounds of rice were cantured en
ured and exploited.
f. Triendly Operational Totals:
tenber 1968 - 31 Jenuary 1969).
(1) KHA: 72
(2) WHA: 307

*
-
2
atil
o
=3

5
d

Oreration Bollin

antry battalion,

13,402 rds 3A snmmo,
§2nn morter rds,

P LHSmﬁ4artiller” rda,
107 nounds of do

252 h gprenades,
15% 75mm recoiless
In addition,
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16, SPECIAL EQUIPHENT AND TECIHNTOT
A. The RF/PF Leadership 3chool: In June 1968, to support the BF/PI' growth

affort and on the suggestion of the Commanding Gcnefal, 22¢ Infantry Divisicn

(ARVN) , the 1”3@ Airborne Brizade esxqb135ﬂeu the Brigade RF/FF Leaderthp Sch-
i : .hmeru, wbilizing the facilities and the selected cadre of the

ool at Ca‘ﬁ ?a ClifL (AO wﬁL%er), marking the beginning of

ns since arriving in Vietnam in

tion covered thirtesn training days, and in-

iques of patrolling, reading the compass, nighd

’...AOJ_.;

3
4

e
ﬁv
&

artillery cell sequence and basic health and san-
ruction was presentsd to 50 RF/PF each cycle, with
nonth., The cycles were designel to include both

on the basis of one officer class per three I'CC
‘rom the provinces of BIN PHU YEN and PHU

, ten RF/PF Lesdership School classes vers held, with a
T A4S0 SL' wduating. The school was: under the command supervis:
Brigade's Office of HF/PF Affeirs, administered and suppordsd ty the
sort Battelion (Airborne).

e

Fy

‘rade "Kit Carson”
fate, scouis
g naneuver bat-
Imowledge of the
- locaetions ¢
snec . khe

Tihe 1734 Airborne
S 4 duﬂe 1868, Since
cown o plutoon 10V€l in sach of ihe ?rﬁ;
y excellent, With thedir intdi:
verious snd susnectel and known
01 booby explosgive
hile in 1 ney ntesitant
grasp the

L*'uﬁs: Rome FPlows were used
Daﬂ Hog with o3t e
]onm besn = ”hotne
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d United States - ARVY Operabtions:

A reymote of the Brigade's

d. Conbine
conbat operation
heen the conbtinued command
the 224 Infanbry Division

s throughout the condu

ct of Operatic
emrhasis nlaced
(ARVI) and various

n Bolling - Den Hoa has
combat operations with
DINH Pro-

on coihined
RF/P? units in BINH
yse of the com-

vince. The 1734 Airborne Brigade conbinued tc increase its
pined US-ARVE operation not only as & betier mesns of accomslishing its tac-
tical mission by defeating the enemy but elsoc to asslst Republic of Vietnan
forcee in attaining & nizher level of conbat efficilency and to continuve the pro-
sress made in the areas of rural pacification and revolutionary development.
Mso, the Brizade atbennbed to make svailable to Republic of Vietnam elements
United Stabtes logistical support, partioularly in the areas of aviation and
agsets. The 1732 Airborne Brigade feels that the Gombined Oper-

heavy equipment
-tions have been beni iciary to
ia looking forwar

hoth the

=

a0

. HISTORTAIS ANALYSTIS
eported as a most svccessful co
a hotbed of enewy activity, with

wea

ais
within striking distance of

a. Enemy activity continued
when elements of the O5%th HVA Regi
snd destroy TUY HOA City and were @
Brigade and the 47th Tofantry Reginent,
on /4 March 1968, enemy elenents attempt
YEN Province and sgain B
fested these enemy forces.

ed

ARVI's and
d to conbinual tactical succes

In 21l respechs,
mbat operation.

an estimated
heing under Viet Cong control end/or influence
TUY HOA City and aurrovnding villages gnd hamlets.

to incresse until the T
nent, 5th HVA Division atlempted to overrun
efeated by elenents
5na Infantry Division

rigade elements, especially D Gomrany

1 units working
ses through their

the Alliet

Operation Bolllag = Dan Hoa can be

Tn its incipiency, AO Bolling
65% of its populace considered

and nain-force HVA elements

ET offensive of 1968,

of the 173d Airborne
(ARVY). Again
ated aress of PHU
16th Armor, de-

to enter the popul

. Trom the period 4 March 1968 uatil the culmination of Operation Bolling -
Dan Hos on 31 Tsnuary 1969, AO Bolling was the scene of decressing eneny activ-
ity, with Brigade elements insuring that the enewy wWas not ellowed the cppor-

tunity to mass 1its forces and, DY conduct
{roy misslons
destroyed and rendered in
Thus, when the enemy doesg
tMEquwﬂl“hﬂ}ﬁsl%imﬂml

4ill be foreed to begin to huild again.

effective former

c. After March 1968 it also began
¢ Rural Development end Accelerated
ing was the scene of &

2 Vietnanese &

ots and villaeg

n 1

2
Boll

et

EN

s
)

(

in the jungle highlands areas to the we

return to AO Bolling,
support areas &b

to be possitle for the
Pacification Progra
ccelerated effor
pencies ©o rebuild governnen
in the area of operation.

ing battalion-cized search and des-—

«t 0" the ropulated plains,
amps ené staging areas.
thoge operations
Jestroyed, and

bhase C
by virtuve ol
4 hase cemns

eneny

Republic of Viet-
ns to begin, end AO
ts on the part of both United States
t control of the many various han-
It is noteble that, vpon the ccm-

28)




— M sz W nr
ieproauced 1rom the Unclassitied / Ueclassilied Holdings of the National Archives SAsa e

Authority Nw u;ﬁ

2 Yarch 196G
ombat Operations After Action Report

on of Operation Bollins - Dan Hoa on 31 Janus Ty 1969, pacificaticn

aources
arvied AO Bolling as having only 13% of its oonulaumon under Viet Cong influ-
ene cuﬂ/or roqtro+, a ‘lecrease of 52% during the conduct of Oneration Bolli

This in itself speaks of the success of the operation,

e

(] —Hawg
W. K. Stamp
1Lt AGC
Lsst AG
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Basic Reference Material: The basis for the Combat Operations After
Action Report: Operation Bollinz - Dan Hoa has been previous Combat After
Action Reports subni*ted by the various assigned and attached elements of
" e 1734 Airborne Brigade which have participated in the conduct of Coer-
ation Bolling - Dan Hoa during its duration, These basic reports have pre-
viously been distributed throuszh proper channels throush the quarterly Oper-
ational Revort Lessons Learned, and are listed below for the purpese of
further reference naterial for future use.

a. Conbat After Action Interview, "The Battle of Tuy Foa North",
4th Ba (Abn) 5034 Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade. For the period of 30
January 1968 to 31 June 1968,

b. CAAR, Operation Bolling II and David; 4th Bn (Abn) 5034 Infantry,
173d Airborne Brigade, for the periods of 17 January 1963 to 15 July 1968,
from 16 July 1968 te 27 July 1968, from 27 July 1968 to 24 August 19568, and
from 15 October 1968 to 28 Movember 1968,

c. OCAAR, Operation Rice Denial, dated 1 December 1968, /th Bn (Abn)
503¢ Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigadé; for the period of 5 November 1968 to
8 lovember 1968,




